c-erbB-2 in serum of patients with breast cancer.
c-erbB-2 is an oncoprotein which is overexpressed in some breast cancers. Recently it has been established that the extracellular domain of c-erbB-2 is shed into the serum of patients with breast cancer. There appears to be no association between tumor stage and extracellular domain of c-erbB-2 (c-erbB-2/ECD): c-erbB-2/ECD seems to correlate with patient prognosis whatever the stage of disease. The data also suggest that c-erbB-2/ECD may be useful in monitoring for tumor recurrence and in predicting resistance to hormonal therapy, but not as useful in predicting response to chemotherapy. This may relate to the power of this marker to reflect disease burden, which has an overwhelmingly negative impact on outcome.